


As last year, the deterioration of the wooden fencing and railings erected in 2004 continues due 
mainly to prohibition of the use of certain preservatives at the time they were erected and 
vandalism.  We have had to buy in more rails, posts and palings as they fail.  

In the Copse, the sturdy new bird boxes made by the ‘Monday Group’ proved as attractive to blue 
tits as we anticipated.  We did not anticipate that several boxes would be attacked and knocked to 
the ground whether by human or squirrel action.  This resulted in the loss of one nest of blue tit 
eggs last summer.  At least we know that the boxes are squirrel and magpie proof because the 
eggs were intact, if abandoned.
This year you will have noticed that the tennis court margins are being cleared.  When funds allow 
we shall be looking at some form of summer netting system so that they can be used for tennis.  In 
the meantime, the croquet players and informal tennis players should find it easier to retrieve balls.  

As ever, thank you so very much to the devoted few who 
come on the first Sunday of the month and work tirelessly litter 
picking; cutting back brambles; pruning, repairing fences, 
raking up leaves, sweeping paths, bringing in wood chips for 
the paths and painting, all for coffee and cake and our 
gratitude!  It is all very worthwhile because we get a lot of 
complements from users of the Field.

Above – Mycetozoa –
A slime mound which 
grew on a fence rail. It 
has a short life so you 
may not have seen it.
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12 Photos © Broken Fence F.W
Entrance to store for tools & wood K.J



 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
April 2014 to March 2015 was an exceptional year for bookings. We had a total of 19 for 
which we are very grateful indeed. 
 
The bookings ranged from children's parties and family gatherings to sports activities. Part 
of the field was also used for the firework display set up area to accompany' Proms in the 
Paddock' nearby. It has been lovely to see the field used for various sports and our thanks to 
Lewes Old Grammar School and the Stoolball teams. 
 
We had two or three enquiries for wedding receptions, but when it was explained that we 
don't allow amplified music or people staying in marquees or tents overnight,the field wasn't 
considered suitable for their needs. 
 
After bookings the field was always left tidy with rubbish taken away and , as always, the 
Company received many compliments and thanks for such a lovely resource. 
 
 

Play Acting in the field 
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                                                    Fund-raising. Adrian building a toy stable to attract sale! 
 
 

 
OUR WEB SITE 

www.baxtersfield.com 
 

The website is designed for easy access to visitors and non members as well as members 
who prefer this communication method (or have lost their hard copies!) 
 
There are virtual copies of the Annual Reports,Summer and Christmas newsletters and 
any other communications in between times. The web site is also very useful for our 
growing number of interested persons and family members  living abroad. 
 
For those wishing to book the field for a private event, future booked dates are listed. 
There is also information on how to contact the Booking Secretary. 
 
Additionally there are  our 'Rules of the Field' and a copy of our Articles of Association in 
relation to our charitable status. 
 
We welcome any photos you have taken of activities in the field, the views and our wildlife 
for the gallery. Email jpg's please to baxtersfield@yahoo.co.uk 
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We remember  
 

Patricia Bullard 
Kenneth Phillips 

&  
David Wood 

 
who died this year. 

 
Patricia lived in the centre of Lewes but had supported the field 
from the beginning as did Ken who was born in Bradford Road 

and lived here all his life. David often came to Lewes and enjoyed 
the peace and beauty of the field. 
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